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everything for her. But for the present all I can do is to say that I
have been to the Albert Hall to hear her again, and that whilst I
would not give twopence to hear Ernani involami and Ombra
leggiera sung in that way and under those circumstances, in the
ballads she has still no rival, except in our remembrances of her-
self. None the less do I insist that for the future the interest in
Patti may as well be reinforced by the attraction of good music
and artistically composed programs.

I must not omit to mention how Miss Gomez made amends for
selecting an arrant piece of trash to begin with by a delivery of
Hatton's Enchantress which melted all the criticism out of me,
and was decidedly the greatest success of the concert, except per-
haps Sims Reeves's introduction of a novelty entitled Come into
the garden, Maud. As to the Chevalier Emil Bach's performance
of Liszt's paraphrase of Weber's Polonaise in E, I will only say
that I doubt whether I could have played it much better myself;
and those who know my attainments as a pianist will need no
further clue to my opinion.

The London Symphony Concerts began last Thursday. For
one reason or another I have not been able to follow them very
closely from their foundation. A glimpse of them in the earliest
stage left on me the impression that the orchestra was somewhat
undermanned and the conductor overparted. So, as the concerts
were very much wanted, I decided, since I could not speak
strongly in their favor, to let them alone and await developments.
Returning on Thursday last to reconnoitre, I found matters quite
changed. The band was fit for anything; and Mr Henschel was
conducting without any of that nervousness about details and
narrowness of survey which somewhat disabled him when he
first left the drawing room piano-stool for the conductor's desk.
He still falls so far short of a complete command of the situation
that sometimes, in approaching the grandest moments in a com-
position, when the steadiest calm is required to keep down all
haste and excitement as the music broadens to the most imposing
amplitude of tone and elevation of style of which the band is
capable, he hurries in spite of himself, allows the impetus of the
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